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ROESLER'S ABSTRACT 

Strangers, people from other countries immigrating to our territory, endangering our 

authentic culture, destroying what is valuable, good and familiar. But do they and does that 

idea make any sort of sense at all? And if we can’t talk about the authenticity of cultures, 

what about the authenticity of individual persons? This week, we investigate authenticity, the 

personal and the political. 

MY COMMENTS 

1. ONLY ABORIGINAL CULTURE IS AUTHENTIC IN AUSTRALIA 

Neither Beate Roessler nor Brilton consider authentic culture in the environment where it 

evolved and is authentic. For each cultural difference, an immigrant can choose between 

being a chameleon or a scarlet anemone, not to be stood on. Me, I speak strine. A pom I 

know, who immigrated 40 years ago, still tocks lak t'lads a hoom. I wear a flat hat. He wears 

XXXX cap. 

An immigrant learns to adopt a safe cultural package that the locals will embrace or leave 

alone. Being "authentic" in an integrated way is irrelevant. Consider how a new immigrant 

could decide what elements of her culture to take a stand on from this allegory. In the Battle 

of Britain, High Command, being concerned that too many bombers were being shot down, 

had the locations of holes in the planes measured.  When they were found to be in the wings 

and fuselages, these were reinforced with armour plating. Then it was pointed out that the 

armour plate should have been put in the other places, under the cockpit and tail, because the 

planes measured had returned.   

It is important to have the right sample. Immigrants ditch their cultures because of 

prejudice against their language or an associated behaviour, such as bluntness. But authentic 

culture, as explained by Wade Davis on Summer Talks with Paul Barclay, broadcast this 

evening, resides with indigenous people. He used the example of Columbia's granting of land 

rights to their Indians and the consequent revival of their culture, which has sharing 

characteristics and values stasis, rather than self-improvement, valuable to humans where 

tolerance is at a premium. These are the qualities that come to the fore in the future in 

Australia in my book "The Grass Is Always Browner", Zeus, 2011. Australia's authentic 

culture is Aboriginal. 

  

2. MAKE LOVE NOT WAR 

Thank you B. Scott for opening the can of academic worms and finding authenticity ain't 

just the politics and psychology that Roessler addresses? What about the linguistic, social and 

biological imperatives? From a biological viewpoint, my authentic self will have existed on 

Earth as a chromosomal experiment between two adults that lasts, probably, for around 85 

years. If my descendents have 2-child families so that we replace ourselves, I have 8 great 

grandchildren alive when I die, each one manifesting or carrying a one eighth portion of their 

genes from me, then my authenticity will in part have been passed on, albeit in dispersed 

form. But if I have no descendents alive when I die, every aspect of my authentic self will 

completely disappear, assuming lasting culture is genetic  or "nature". 



Externally referenced authenticity, on a time scale of many generations, is therefore a 

transient thing. Many authentic selves will fail as progenitors, even though they may be 

community icons. But some fossil genes, that would fail, will survive because they are 

mitigated by acquisition of successful behaviour. Nurture may well contribute more to 

authentic behaviour than nature. 

Coming to the moot point of survival of species having different cultures, their survival 

would depend on efficacy of those cultures for the roles they are forced into by interaction, 

that could possibly be: Genocide; Hegemony; Monopoly; Competition; Co-existence; 

Mutualism; Democracy; Apartheid; Parasitism; Commensalism. These are alternatives, 

without interbreeding, where the cultures exist on the same land. But human history has more 

instances where cultures interbreed, meld their genes and create a new mongrel authenticity. 

Make love not war. 

My speculative fiction novel The Grass Is Always Browner, Zeus, 2011, considers 

potential cultural conflicts in Australia and solutions 250 years in the future. 

 

3. SCIENCE IS AUTHENTIC AND SHOULD BE FREE OF MANIPULATION 

I heartily support Beate's concept that a person is authentic when she is not being 

manipulated. Whereas the culture of a religion may have a controversial authenticity, science 

is a culture based on agreement and should be valued for its authenticity. For example, 

suppose a person with scientific skills is asked to endorse a certain government policy. When 

she investigates, she finds that the policy assumes causal relationships that have not been and 

can never be tested. The policy is therefore unscientific. She refuses to endorse the policy, 

even if her endorsement would secure funding for her colleagues' employment. In her view, 

the authenticity of her scientific culture stands above political manipulation. 

However, I do not share Roessler's acceptance of politics as the means to solve cultural 

conflict. Politics should be the last resort. Science should be first. Science has tools for 

identifying, measuring, comparing, evaluating and reconciling cultural values. Politics is 

essentially a parasitic culture, applying tools such as adversarial debate and party voting that 

delay negotiation, compromise and agreement. Worse, politicians are empowered to 

manipulate scientists corruptly, as illustrated in my example.  

In my novel The Grass Is Always Browner, Zeus, 2011, "science tribunals" are adopted 

250 years in the future, as a fourth pillar of the Australian constitution, to control 

development without political interference. Development would become authentic. 

 


