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Lifting Standards In Schools 

Dear Martin, 
Learning the basics at school is the foundation for success in school – and ultimately 
success in the workplace and life. 
Unfortunately in recent years, our literacy and numeracy standards have fallen.  
Improving education requires more than money. The Abbott Government is increasing 
funding to schools – by 37% over four years – but we are also determined to lift standards. 
That’s why, this week we released a review of the Australian curriculum. 
Based on 1,600 submissions and expert advice, this review recommended a curriculum that 
is less cluttered, more balanced and which gets back to basics with a greater emphasis on 
literacy and numeracy. 
It also recommends greater parent involvement with schools. 
You can (read more here). 
The curriculum review has received a positive response and we will work closely with the 
states and territories to implement changes and lift standards. 
The Abbott Government will continue to drive a Students First approach to education, 
focussed on teacher quality, school autonomy, engaging parents and strengthening the 
curriculum. 
Christopher Pyne, 

Minister for Education 
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Lifting Standards In Schools 

Dear Christopher, 
Thank you for your information. 
As a former secondary school science and English teacher, retired in 2012, 
I approve of your Students First approach. However, increasing school autonomy, which is very 
important, seems to me to be contradicted by 'strengthening the curriculum' (I abhor the idea of a 
national curriculum, from my alienation and my students' demotivation, when I have been forced to 
present material that I have had little personal choice in preparing). 
Would you please think twice and abandon national curricula to achieve increased teacher 
commitment, more motivated student performance, more useful skills to match local needs and 
greater educational diversity. It would bring 'strengthening' that would be consistent with your 
overarching priority of school autonomy, which I heartily applaud. 
A more appropriate 'Subject' line would be 'Letting schools achieve.' 
Increasing funding directly to local governments for schools, without state political interference, would 
be most welcome. 
Yours sincerely, 
Martin Knox, 
West End, 
4101.  
 


